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Supported by the Word of God which is today again inviting to bring fruit 
in our life with hope and commitment, we, capitulars sisters, have started 
the discussion and revision of the Constitutions. The Canon Expert Fr. 

Augostino Montan ( from the congregation of Giuseppini of Murialdo) , Vicar for 
the consecrated life in the Roman Diocese, who has already guided the co-ordinate 
commission in the collection of the proposals of all the sisters and the preparation 

of the document for study, will also accompany our 
work, offering us his precious competence.  

By celebrating the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene yesterday  the Church wanted to invite  everyone 
to develop a tireless search for the Lord, an attentive and passionate listening to His voice which 
calls each one by name, and a Love  constantly longing for Him. In this day all the sisters present in 

the Generalate celebrated  the Feast Day of Sr. Maddalena Moro, Provincial Superior of the Holy Family 
Province, India. The Indian sisters present and the delegates gave us a beautiful day with their songs and 
special food,  and it was ended with the projection of a power point  on their latest missions.       
In the chapter room the delegates continued  the examination of the Constitutions and Directory helped by 
the precious presence and competence  of Fr. Agostino Montan

20th - 21st July

Revision of the 
Constitutions and Directory 

22nd - 23rd  July
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Let us give thanks to Him, the Giver of all good and faithful guide of our 
history, because He makes himself present to us through our superiors too. 
Let us express our gratitude and affection to Sr. Emmapia Bottamedi, who 

during these last six years of her mandate she guided our religious Family with 
promptness and listening to all the sisters in all the regions in the world she has 
visited. Thank you very much sr emmapia!

Let us rejoice for the election of our new general Superior,: we feel ourselves deeply close to her with the 
desire to support her in this task so delicate and important and we ask for her the gift of the Holy Spirit so 
that she can discern and fulfill God’s plans for our Congregation in this time and for the future.

Since this morning all the sisters in the generalate House gathered in prayer to invoke the Holy Spirit to 
guide each capitular sister in her discernment and choice. The Eucharistic Celebration, presided by Fr. 
Philip ofm, gave us fitted points of reflection, well summarized in the opening prayer: “Father, source of 
wisdom, who has revealed to us in Christ the hidden treasure and the precious pearl, give to us the spirit 
of discernment, so that we can appreciate, among the things of this world, the inestimable value of your 
Kingdom, ready to make any sacrifice to get your gift”.  
The Gospel was a strong challenge to “sell everything” to treasure the precious pearl that is Jesus, our 
unique wealth. 

At 9.45 a.m. all the capitular sisters with the community of the generalate house gathered before 
Jesus, who in the Blessed Sacrament always manifests then greatest sign of his love, giving Himself 
to us. The hour of Adoration and of prayer wished to interiorly dispose all to welcome the gift of 
the Spirit, trusting 
that it is always the 
Lord to guide our 
Religious family. 

After the intense 
hour of prayer the 
capitular sisters 
went to the chapter 
room where fr. 
Aldan McGrath ofm, 
general secretary, 
delegate of the 
Minister General 
P. José Rodriguez 
Carballo, togetherv 
with  sr Emmapia 
Bottamedi, the 
start the elections 
procedure. 

great things the lord 
has done for us!

Election of the General Superior

24th July

Fr. Aidan gives to the new General Superior Sr Paola the seal of the 
Congregation
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The sound of the bell called in the chapter room 
all the Sisters of the community to welcome 
the Sister chosen to be our guide and spiritual 
mother: sr Paola Dotto, to whom, soon after 
the declaration on her election, was given the 
sigillum of the Congregation. 
Afterwards all together we proceeded to the 
Church for the solemn song of  Te Deum and the 
final prayer of Father Aldan:

Blessed are you, God our Father, for the great gifts of your Love. 
In Christ your Son, present and working in your Church, you have 

called these daughters to collaborate with you for the coming 
of your kingdom, according the Saint Francis’ spirit. Look with 
fatherly benevolence upon the new general Superior, to whom 
you are entrusting a little chosen portion of the Church: grant 
that, through the intercession of her holy protectors and of the 
Founders, Laura Leroux and the servant of God Fr. Gregorio 
Fioravanti, the Congregation of the Franciscan Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart may grow and be renewed in Love, 
to bring the heart of every person to the Heart of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever.

Thank you sr Paola for your availability, 
we are with you in the journey!

The general Superior Sr Paola and the ex-general superiors
Sr Emmapia, Sr Ermenegilda and Sr Inés.
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Today, in the feast of Saint James, the Gospel of the day gives us the authentic 
meaning of a real service: to be “first” means to obey to the other, it means 
to be available for him, and so following Jesus “who came not to be served but to serve and to give 

his life as a ransom for all”.
The evangelical passage is really fitted to accompany the election of the general counselors: in the morning, 
after having invoked the Holy Spirit, the new-elected Superior general presides for the election of the Vicar 
and the three counselors.
Therefore here it is the new Council who 
collaborate in the following six-years to guide our 
Religious Family:

General Vicar:	 sr Roxana Zapata
2nd Counselor:	 sr Emmapia Bottamedi
3rd Counselor:	 sr Ansamma Pulikattil
4th Counselor:	 sr Tiziana Tonini

To each one of them let us express our gratitude 
and our fraternal affection.
A warm Thanksgiving with affection to the Sisters 
who, with generosity and dedication served our 
Religious family in the last six years. 

The steps of Divine Providence 
continues to trace our journey…

even through the gift 
of the new general Counselors 

election of the general counselors

25th July

The two general councils
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Many times during 
these days the 
Gospel of the day 

has challenged us, though the 
images in the parable of the wheat separated from 
the wheeze or the good fish separated from the bad 
ones.. The constant direction of God’s Kingdom, 
makes us free to choose between bad and good.
The daily invocation of the Holy Spirit sustains 
the capitular sisters in the research and the final 
formulation of the spiritual and practical guidelines 
in order to formulate the congregational journey for 
the following six years.

During these days we proceed on working out the chapter document, already approved in the first draft.

The Church today celebrates the 
memorial of Saints Joachim and Ann, 
parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

to their intercession, in the Holy Mass, were 
entrusted all the families and the numerous 
sisters., present in the generalate house,  
who are bearing the name: Ann and in 

particular the Superior of St. Francis’ Province: sr Anne Matthew. 
From Feast to Feast! 
Actually this morning there was still the atmosphere of the beautiful 
evening spent by the capitular sisters with the new general Council 
in the community of Viale Saffi with our elderly and sick sisters. 
It has been a moment of deep fraternal sharing, with touching 
encounters, memories, pizza and jokes that involved all in an 
atmosphere of serene joy!!. 
Today, in the morning the delegate sisters had a meeting with Sabrina Vivan, the president of the Association 
Tau Mission ONLUS, born in 2006 to support the mission of our Institute: she offered a passionate and 
comprehensive report of the projects realized in five years of the association life and, helped by the images 
of a power point, she showed the numerous thins done in the different continents where the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart are working for the poorest ones
The money received through many activities – concerts, small markets for missions, missionary animation  
made possible the construction of multipurpose centers, schools, wheels, apart from food, clothes, schools 
supplies and medical materials… manifesting the generous and gratuitous collaboration of lay people, 
attentive and sensitive to the Providence of God. 
In the afternoon the capitular sisters gathered in the organized commissions to continue the reflection and 
confrontation about the topics that will constitute the Chapter document, already in the final drafting. 

26th July

meeting with the president

of mission tau onlus

The work in the commission proceeds   

27th  - 28th  July
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The opening prayer of today’s Eucharistic Celebration, memorial of saint 
Martha, exhorts us to serve and welcome our brethren, seeing in them the 
presence of the Lord who encounters us in our “homes”: “Father, your Son 

honored St. Martha by coming to her home as a guest. By her prayers may we serve Christ in our brothers 
and sisters and be welcomed by you into heaven, our true home.”. 
Today in a very especial way the delegate sisters have the opportunity to welcome His Word and His Visit 
in the person of His excellency Mons. Lorenzo Chiarinelli, Bishop emeritus of the diocese of Viterbo and 
counselor in the Congregation for the canonization of saints: in 2008 he welcomed the first community of 
the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart in  Grotte di Castro, birth place of our Founder Fr. 
Gregorio Fioravanti.
Mons. Chiarinelli solicited the encounter with the capitular sisters, desiring, as he has said with enthusiasm 

quoting Saint Paul, to share “the spiritual fruits” 
of his spiritual journey. 
In the chapter hall, in the whole morning he 
has offered a profound and rich meditation on 
the history and spirituality of the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, starting 
from two clue words of the XIX general Chapter: 
memory and prophecy. 
Our own existence, he said, is memory and 
prophecy and “to do in memory” is one of Jesus’ 
commandments to the disciples. The Church 
is, by her  nature, place of expectation and of 
prophecy, place where to listen to and to look 
forward.
At the beginning of our history, the encounter, the 
different personalities and roles of our Founders 
speak to us of a love journey that develops from 

Laura Leroux with her desires and intuitions to father Gregorio Fioravanti, who gives life and historical 
manifestation to the aspirations of the Duchess. From the dynamism od desiring to the fullness of love is 
the journey from Eros to Agape every Christian has to renew, also through the friendship, the philìa, that is 
the relationship among Mary, Martha and  Lazarus with Jesus, presented by the liturgy today.
In our origins a diversity of tensions gives life to a Charism 
expressed in our Constitutions, in our being Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of the Scared Heart.
Three are the aspects underlined by Mons. Chiarinelli, 
through which the specific spirituality of a Franciscan 
Missionary Sister of the Sacred Heart must be expressed: 
fraternity, closeness, authenticity. 
The fraternity, center of Franciscan spirituality, is described 
in its lights and shadows, in the chapter 18 of Matthew 

29th July

meeting with his  excellency 
mons. lorenzo chiarinelli

bishop emeritus of the diocese of viterbo and counselor in the 

congregation for the canonization of saints 
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Gospel, in the context of the “ecclesial talk”. 
To the ecclesial community Jesus points out a 
paradoxical example: a little child, whom set 
in the midst of them, that is to say - to be His 
Community – we must put at the center those 
who are weak, small, without voice. 
In the community of brethren there are 
those who sin, who are ambitious, who hurt 
others, who make mistakes, and because 
they are brethren it is possible to forgive 
and to relate, in the strength that we are all 
children of One Father.
The closeness is showed in the compassion, a 

“visceral” love for the other, whose icon is the evangelical parable of the good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37)
Closeness implies to take care of the other person, to carry him and to be ready to pay personally for 
him. In this parable Jesus does not say who is the neighbor but who becomes neighbor: that is the one 
who uses mercy.
The fraternity is expression of our being Franciscan, and it is connected with the closeness, that manifests 
our being missionary. 
The authenticity is the method we are called to live out our vocation. The evangelical icon, proposed by 
Mons Chiarinelli, that shows this value is that of today liturgy: Lk 10,30-42  and brings us to the house of 
Martha in Bethany, place of friendship, of familiarity, of rest.. Place of gratuitousness, showed by Mary, 
sister of Martha, who lives out the beatitude of “those who listen the Word of God, and put it into practice”. 
Martha is busy with so “many duties-services”: this last word, in Greek is expressed by the noun diakonìa, 
used only here in the Gospel of Luke. The same work is found in the Acts of the Apostles to express the 
ecclesial services.
It is not secondary the use of diakonià referring to Martha, it makes us meditate on the Church’s services, 
all dutiful but they do not have to be reason of anguish, dissipation and division.
Rebuking Martha with affection Jesus challenges her to lose herself!: the root of all our doing is listening 
to the Word: service is useful if it is coming from the Word. This is the only necessary thing. In Bethany 
Martha and Mary, the sisters Jesus loved, show us the modality in which the Church must put herself at the 
feet of His Lord.
The summit and the root of fraternity, closeness and authenticity values is the Sacred Heart, as it is in the 
Chapter 19 of John.
The pierced Heart of Jesus has been object of so many meditations of the fathers of the Church: as from 
the side of Adam came forth the woman, from Christ, new Adam, was born – at Calvary! – the Church, 
constituted by the Sacraments, signified by the blood and water, the Eucharist and Baptism.
To enter in the authentic spirituality of the Sacred Heart Mons. Chiarinelli has chosen to meditate the 
chapter 9 of Saint Luke’s Gospel (vv. 10 ff.): the apostles, after their experiences, came back to Jesus and 
shared what they lived out.
The Lord called them to go to a deserted place but as the people knew it, they followed them. Three are 
the attitudes of Jesus toward the needed crowds: 
he “welcomed them”, “he spoke to them about 
the kingdom of God”, “he healed those who were 
sick”. After giving the Word and the healing, Jesus 
invited the disciples to give them something to eat. 
When we think of the Heart of Christ, said Mons. 
Chiarinelli, we should read again this Gospel 
passage: here we can see the intimacy of His Heart 
and the way to care for one another, providing for 
word, health and food. 
The pierced heart of Christ is a symbol of Love 
who gives himself totally to the end. This is a vital 



... in the footsteps of Providence ... in the footsteps of Providence

25

The Eucharistic celebration  of the 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time – presided 
by fr. Rafael Blanco, Director of the Office Pro Monialibus of the ofm general 
Curia.- in the image of the multiplication of the fish and bread by Jesus, 

urges us to strengthen our 
faith in the divine Providence 
and to believe that the Lord 
wishes to work through us, as 
he did through his disciples, 
challenging us to commit 
ourselves. He renews the 
prodigious multiplication at 
each Eucharist Celebration in 

all the altars of the world! This faith must sustain and 
nourishes us even in the most difficult moments, when 
we feel unworthy. It is He who works every good in us 
and through us! 

Consoled by these words the capitular Sisters 
continue their work already going to end: yesterday 
the capitular Document was already examined and 
approved, today it has been ended the reading and 
approval of the amendments of Constitutions and 
Directory.

In the evening the capitular sisters with the new 
general Council went to visit the Centocelle 
Community, seat of the Roman Province “Mary 
Immaculate” for a beautiful moment of fraternity: 

the sisters enjoyed to meet maybe after many years! 
The capitular sisters, after the initial welcome, 
gladden by the song of the young sisters, had the 
opportunity to visit the school, the infirmary and the 
community. They gathered afterward in the church 
for the celebration of the Vespers and then for a 
abundant supper buffet style, prepared with care by 
the sisters of the house in a joyful atmosphere and of 
gratitude for being together!

31th July

reality for us and it must bring us to reflect that we are not a solidarity movement, but we are called – as 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart – to witness the Love of God through our words, our 
way to welcome and to heal others, substituting our “I” with the “I” of Christ, looking at the person with 
His Eyes, loving with His Heart.  

With the Community in the Provincialate House 
“M. Immacolata”

In the Church of the Provincialate House 
“M. Immacolata”

w w w
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Today the whole Franciscan family celebrates 
the Solemnity of Saint Mary of the Angels of 
Portiuncula. 

The sisters present in the generalate house celebrate 
the Assisi pardon during the morning prayer and, in 
communion with all the Franciscan Missionary Sisters 

of the Sacred Heart, they have offered the Holy Mass of this morning according 
to different intentions: to remember the birth of our Foundress Laura Leroux de 
Bauffremont, for the Veneto Province “saint Mary of the Angels”, to thank the outgoing general Council 
for the service done in the last six years and for our dearest Sr. Cecilia Subiabre after almost one year from 
the terrible accident in which she lost her life. 

Moreover the celebration was a thanksgiving for the closure of the XIX general Chapter: time of grace and 
of memory, of commitment and of discernment for the future, a special and unique occasion of the 150 

years of foundation of our Institute.

In the morning the capitular sisters have 
brought to an end the approval of the minutes 
and the reflections about some important 
matters which needed to be clarified.	

In the afternoon they gathered for the official 
closing of the Chapter: The general Superior, 
sr. Paola Dotto, in her final speech underlined 
that the chapter works went on for 40 days!

	 The delegate sisters journeyed almost 
an exodus that has taken 
place in the intense jubilee 
atmosphere starting with the 
pilgrimage before the Chapter 
proper, visiting the meaningful 
places of our history. Then the 
chapter works, have been an 
opportunity, said sr. Paola, for a 
clear evaluation of the personal, 
communal and congregational 
living, in a sincere and fruitful 
collaboration of all.

In particular, said the general 
Superior, in the reports of 
the superior of each Province 
and vice-province and of Sr. 
Emmapia, were presented the 
elements of difficulty and of 
weakness as well as the signs 

2nd  August

Closure of the 
XIX General Chapter

Fr. Alfonso Limone, Vicar general of the 
Vocationist Fathers presides the Holy 
Mass on August 2, 2011
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of newness and of courage. The revision of the Constitutions and Directory have contributed meaningfully 
to deepen the main elements of our identity of Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. The 
evaluation of the instrumentum laboris that gathered all the answers by the sisters in the world to the 
questionnaire, has raised fundamental questions about our consecrated life. Where are we? What is the 
Spirit asking us? How can we start again?

	 God is always with us, said sr. Paola with emotion, He is Providence in our life of faith, fraternity 
and mission. It is from a renewed and intense life of faith that we must help each other to start again: a 
renewed faith, aware of the plan of love the Lord has for each one of us, in the certainty that all things 
work together for the good of those who love God” (Rm 8:28). Fraternity is the privileged place  where 
our faith is expressed and matures, first of all on welcoming each sister with her richness and poverty as 
a providential gift of God, in a constant commitment to build more human and humanizing relationships, 
using  - as suggested the Minister general Fr. José Carballo, speaking to the capitular sisters - hands, head 
and heart to build true fraternities. 

“A priority I treasure in my heart”, said then Sr. Paola before 
declaring the closure of XIX general Chapter, as a great challenge: 
“the poor of everyday life and all over the world. They are the 
measure of our evangelical choices!”.

	 Touched by the true and deep words of the general Superior, 
the capitular sisters proceeded to the Chapel to give back to God 
the richness of exchanges and perspectives experienced in the 40 
days lived together, thanking and praising Him for all the Provinces 
and the sisters of the Congregation. 

	 Once again from their heart all expressed their sincere and 
touched thanks to the outgoing Council and a wish, sustained by 
the prayer, to Sr. Paola and the new Council.

A moment of prayer at the closing of the 
XIX General Chapter 

Sr Paola Dotto, general Superior 
gives the final speech of the Chapter
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	 Tomorrow the capitular sisters will live out another very touching moment participating to the 
public audience of the Holy father Benedict XVI in Castelgandolfo. 

In the afternoon they will visit the community in Lido dei Pini, sharing time and joy with the sisters and the 
children of “Mater Amabilis” Home.

The small statue of the B.V. 
Mary on the presidential table 
watched over the Chapter 
works

The signatures of the Minutes at the closing 
of the general Chapter
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	 Let us give thanks to God for this time of evaluation, of confrontation, of fraternity. Let 
us give back everything to God, with faith and hope that He will work wonders in the life of each 
sister and in the entire Congregation. Grateful for our history, sure that the Providence of God 
will trace our journey, with renewed enthusiasm let us start anew, together, in the prophetic 
commitment to announce the Gospel to the people nowadays to bring every person to encounter 
Him. 

MAY CHRIST BE PRAISED. AMEN

Sr M. Emmapia Bottamedi, Sr M. Paola Dotto, Sr M. Gracy Thuruthippallil, Sr M. Germana Tomat, 
Sr M. Augusta Visentin, Sr M. Luisangela Severin, Sr M. Anne Matthew Carlone, Sr M. Bernadette Skorti, 
Sr M. Elisabetta Varikkakuzhyil, Sr M. Ermenegilda Cavasin, Sr M. Ines Pavan, Sr M. Fabrizia Zanettin, 
Sr M. Maddalena Moro, Sr Anna Maria Volpato, Sr M. Giordana Marta, Sr M. Chiarfrancesca Cappelletto, 
Sr M. Marzia Ceschia, Sr Dinamaria Contini, Sr Anna Maria Not, Sr  M. Petra Zanghi, Sr M. Beatrice Skorti, 
Sr M. Josephine Vrahimi, Sr M. Armelle Kosta, Sr M. Emmanuelle Piccolo, Sr M. Marta Camerotto, 
Sr M. Tiziana Tonini, Sr M. Paola Aita, Sr M. Cristiana Basso, Sr M. Fides Lorenzon, 
Sr M. Bernarda Alvarez, Sr M. Roxana Zapata, Sr M. Beatrice Bifouma, Sr M. Dorothée Ngassouga, 
Sr M. Annamma Kumpalathu, Sr M. Monica Pullattukala, Sr M. Ansamma Pullikattil

List of the capitular sisters
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In Lido dei Pini with the sisters of the community and the children, always 
source of joy, life and hope.
 Fraternal encounter with the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Mary for a 

serene sharing. 
A special gift was offered not only to the capitular sisters but to all of us Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. 

In Castelgandolfo while we were waiting the arrival of our Pope Benedict XVI for the usual Wednesday 
public audience, our general Sr Paola Dotto received the invitation to enter, with other privileged persons  
in the papal palace court and so to have a brief encounter - greeting with His holiness. So much moved and 
happy she presented to the Holy Father all of us renewing to Him our fidelity and obedience to the Church. 

3rd August

Special moments 
“after the Chapter”!

On going to the Papal Palace of Castel Gandolfo

Waiting for the Pope

The general Superior Sr 
Paola Dotto with the Holy 
Father Benedict XVI in the 
private encounter after the 
general audience
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With the sisters of the Community and the 
children, always source of joy, life and hope

Pope Benedict XVI with joy gave His Apostolic Blessing upon the entire Congregation and every sister. 
May it be for all a sign of God the Father’s Providential love, who will continue to sustain our journey of 
faithfulness and holiness.
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The painter Gianluca Venezia came to greet the 
sisters in Lido dei Pini

The group of the people coming from Chile and Bolivia, who participated to the Jubilee Celebration 
in Gemona, came to visit the sisters in the generalate house after visiting many cities in Italy

The group accompanied by Sr Marcela and 
Sr Mercedes with Sr Inés in the Church 
of the generalate house

Moment of fraternal sharing and 
refreshment  with songs and thanksgiving



During the time in which we celebrated the XIX general 
Chapter we felt, dearest sisters, your deep, affectionate 
and spiritual presence expressed in various ways with 

creativity through your appreciated messages.

All the capitular sisters express their gratitude and joy for having 
accompanied us and shared with us, fraternally, this important 
moment of our Congregation life. 
Sr Paola, Sr Gracy and  Sr Germana and the secretary, Sr 
Augusta who have finished their term, give thanks to all for the 
manifestations of gratitude and fraternal affection showed in 
many ways.

The general Superior Sr. Paola and the Counselors, Sr Roxana, 
Sr Emmapia, Sr Ansamma and Sr Tiziana, give thanks to all for 
the support and the prayer manifested through so many good 
wishes.
To each one and to all our fraternal and affectionate “thanks”.
 
In the sign of reciprocal closeness “let us, then, start anew”, 
“with faith dear sisters, on the steps of Divine Providence”, 
under the protection and the maternal care of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, of our Holy Protectors and our Founders, Laura 
Leroux and Fr. Gregory.

To the Trinitarian God, 
source of every good and all 
goodness may be all praises, 

glory and honor.




